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A popular talk on the theme, “Understanding Gender Beyond Binary and Inclusivity” was organized 

today, the 17th February, 2023, by the English Study and Literary Forum, Department of English, 

Kakojan College in the Conference Hall of the Institution. The invited speaker for the occasion was, 

Rituparna Neog, a noted queer right activist, poet, and storyteller. She is also the founder and director 

of AKAM Foundation, a foundation working towards gender equality.  

The programme opened with a dance performance (on the LGBTQ theme) by the students of the 

English department. This programme was anchored by Dr. Hasnahana Gogoi, who welcomed the 

dignitaries to the Dais and introduced Rituparna to the audience. The programme was presided over 

by Dr. Pankaj Goswami, Head, Department of English, Kakojan College. He delivered the welcome 

speech on the occasion. The programme was formally inaugurated by Dr. Ruprekha Bordoloi, 

Principal of Kakojan College. In this programme, she also inaugurated a photo exhibition by Bishal 

Das, a student of the sixth semester of the English Department.  

Rituparna, in her thought-provoking speech, related some incidents of her own life which compelled 

the audience to reflect on the mental stress experienced by a third gender individual in our society. She 

related how as a teenager she was being bullied by her friends for being “womanly” despite being a 

male biologically. She shared her experiences of breaking the gendered spaces of the society, the 

journey of rejection and acceptance. Rituparna is a poet voicing her concerns on gender equality 

through her poems. In-between her speech, she recited many of her poems which were extremely 

poignant and practical. The speaker updated the audience about the ongoing concerns of gender 

activists like “no more holding my pee” and appealed that every educational institution should have 

gender neutral washrooms and should introduce “choice based uniform” for the students. She 

emphasized the need of creating gender awareness among the students and the people. Rituparna’s 

speech was followed by an interactive session with the students and teachers present in the programme.  

The programme was attended by 126 students of the college, many faculty members of the Institution 

and some media friends. Towards the end of the event, Dr. Kshirod Saikia, Ms. Joyshree Saikia, Ms. 

Dipti Tamuly, Ms. Inumoni Gogoi, and Ms. Borsharani Bora – all faculty members of the College, 

expressed their views on the topic under consideration. Mr. Ramprasad Phukan, President of East 

Jorhat Press Club, also spoke a few lines on the occasion. The programme came to a close with the 

vote of thanks offered by Dr. Sikhamoni Gogoi, Assistant Professor of the English Department. 

 



Some links to the news of this event: 

https://fb.watch/iLb9rWhJ5t/  

https://fb.watch/iLbdxeDo8t/  

https://fb.watch/iLbveB_GBj/  

https://fb.watch/iL1Q3Bp5Xh/  

https://www.etvbharat.com/assamese/assam/state/jorhat/gender-equality-awareness-program-held-at-

kakojan-college-in-jorhat/assam20230217212535410410665  

https://fb.watch/iLunT2WzAV/  

Newspaper cuttings: 
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Some Photos of the event: 

 



                        

     

      


