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Welcome to the VIF* volume of “Emerging Echoes” — a peer reviewed ISSN journal
published by the Centre for Women's Studies. Kakojan College, Jorhat, Assam. The Journal
is dedicated 1o a challenge rather than to a 1opic or an intersection of topics. This challenge
is to identify all kinds of problems women faces in rural or urban spaces both nationally
as well as internationally and to help develop a road map for concerned authorities and
organizations to address key questions plaguing our society.

As we all know, in spite of the constitutional and legal guarantees aiming to
eradicate the inequality and discrimination in any form, the plight of women still remain
far from improved. Even roday, evils like child marriage. eves teasing, sexual assauits.
wife beating, female infanticide, women irafficking, witch hunting and gender
discrimination are prevalent in our society.

However, the scenario is slowly changing because to some degree the realization
is taking roots in the various structures of the society and women themselves are seeking
Justice by raising their voices in a male dominated world.

Keeping the above discussion in view ‘The Centre for Women’s Studies’, Kakojan
College has undertaken the responsibility 1o publish this journal to highlight all kinds of
issues related to women both positive and negative to create gender awareness leading to
women empowerment and societal transformation.

And last but not the least we would like 1o express our heartfelt gratitude to all
our paper coniributors. reviewer, the editorial board, Mr. Lakhya Pratim Nirmolia for his
unwavering technical support and Mr. Gunin Kharghoria of Multico, without whose whole
hearted support the task of making the journal see the light of publication would have
been difficulr.

Dr. Ruprekha Bordoloi
Dr. Archana Bhattacharjee
Fditors
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ABSTRACT

e term Fertility is the single most important determinant of population dynamics and

| ’I‘];-,Iomh. In this work an attempt has been made to examine the effect of religion on fertility
especially Hindu and Islam in Assam. The Complete Fertility Rate of women is computed by

' Parity Progression Ratio for each district of Assam. The district wise disparities have also been
| observed in the growth of population in Assam. Literacy gives the best indication about the
socio-economic development of a society. The literacy gap replicates the changes of fertility.

We have explore this differentials for both Hindu and Muslim community. The relevant data
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are drawn from Population Census.
Key words : Education, Parity, Fertility, P
Introduction :

Fertility may be defined as the number
of live births that a woman produces during
her reproductive span. In other words it is
the child-bearing activity of a population.
Fertility refers to the actual production of
children. Only a particular section of the
female has the capacity to bear children viz.
femnale belonging to the age group 15 to 49.
It is to be noted that only live births are to be
taken into account while measuring fertility as
it is only a live birth which accounts for
increase in population. The control of fertility
is the most important way to check high
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opulation Growth.

population growth. Itis directly influenced by
a set of sociological and biological factors.
The factors such as women’s age, education
level, age at marriage, economic status and
religious attitudes etc., are often called
intermediate fertility vaniables.

The term religion plays an important
role in determining the attitude of the people
in limiting the fertility. Religion wise disparities
also play an important role in declining or
increasing fertility. The Literacy Rate and
Parity Progression Ratio are also the important
factors to determine fertility. The goals of
population growth and sustainable
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development can be achieved only by bringing
equality between men and women tl?roug.h
education. Literacy and education 1S
considered as one of the key indicatc?rs n?f
human resource development. Educatlor.l 1s
essential to eliminate gender gap and being

women in parity with men ip the societ
According to census report 200 and 201};.
we have observed a huge gap in educatio
which reveals the educationa] disparitien
pertaining in Assam. .

Fig.1: Literacy rate of Assam and India, 1901-2011(in percentage)
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Female Education and Fertility

Female education plays a key role in
the social development approach. Female
education can be expected to reduce family
size for a number of reasons. For the
underdeveloped countries, the level of
education is considered to be a depression
of fertility. Educations enhance the quality of
human capital and is indispensable for

Emergin’gglchoes’ JOURNAL =

modernization. Education raises the
opportunity cast of women time and generally,
opens up greater opportunity for women that
after conflict with repeated child-bearing|[2].
This may lead educated women to want fewer
children then the ill-literate. The educated
women may reduce their dependence on sons
for social recognition or support in old age.
This to may lead to some reduction in desired
family size.

(11 5"
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Religion wise Population of Assam

The religious data of India in Census-2011
was released by the Government on 25 August
2015. Here it was reported that in India,
Hindu population slides from 80.5 percent to
79.8 percent while Muslim climbs from 13.4
percent to 14.2 percent. In Assam, Islam is
the second largest religion. It is also ther fastest
growing religion in Assam according to 2011
census report [5]. As a consequence total
demography of Assam is being change. The
demography as a whole in the world are

-------------

........................

concerned with understanding the fertility
behaviour. Since, the Hindu population set to
fall below 80 percent in Census 2011. That
is, for the first time in over a century, the
proportion of the Hindu population in the
country will probably fall below the 80
percent in keeping with the long-term trend
of asignificant divergence between Hindu and
Muslim growth rates. Assam is the state where
proportion of Muslim population is more than
30 percent of the total population of the state.

Fig.2: Population Proportion of Hindu and Muslim in Assam (in percent), 1901-2011
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Objective :

The objective isto examine the change
of population composition in terms of religion,
(mainly Hindu and Muslim) in the districts of
Assam. We are trying to evaluate the
relationship between Parity Progression Ratio

(PPR), literacy and Complete Fertility Rate
(CFR) of the two major communities. The
CFR of women is also computed for each
district of Assam.
Methods and Analysis:

Parity Progression Ratio is the

di 13“

Y
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probability of having another child given that
mother has reached certain parity 1., has had
a certain number of children, The average
number of ehildren ever borm (o women n
o birth cohort may be expressed ast

CER= a(0)4 a(@agl) 4 a(0a(a(2) 1
a(OaDaga(Ht ra(On(1)..a(n)

Fig.3: Complete Fertility Rate for Assam
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It has been observed from the Fig.3
that the complete fertility rate is the highest in
Dhubri district and the second highest district
is Nagaon. The districts where the Muslim
orowth is high, the CFR is also large for that
districts. In most of the districts Muslim
women fertility rates are higher than the Hindu
women. [t witnesses the higher value of parity
for Muslim than the Hindu. It isa common
knowledge that the population growth rate is
always higher among the illiterate people.

CEANA RGN R R 0 v g
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Where, a(0)is just the Proportion of
women in the cohort who become l'lltllhcl"\:l
The CFR has been computed foy 1y l.\ v
mujorcommunities of Assam, Also, C““'I’lllw::
the CER tor rural ond urban are sepatate]
for cach districts oF Assum. The graphie)
inference of CER isshown in Iig,3,
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Female education can be expected to reduce
family size. Hence, Literacy is an important
factor for fertility analysis. If we observe, then
we can seen that the women literacy rate of
Hindu and Muslim in different districts of Assam
is different, which is evaluated and shown in
Fig.4. It is observed from the plot that the
average literacy rate of Muslim women is lower
than the Hindu. It reveals the higher fertility rate
of Muslim women [ 3,6]. The following figures
show the literacy rate of Hindu and Muslim for

female.
[
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g, s Estimated female literney rate of Hindu and Muslim

In the census report of 2011, the
district Kamrup(M) has the highest literacy
ate (88.71) and the district Dhubri has lowest
femalc literacy rate (54.26). Hence, from this
analysis we can pronounce that the district
where female literacy rate is high, the fertility
rate is low. In rural areas, the influence of
female education on fertility is important in
both the religions, but in urban arcas this is
not always true.

Conclusion :

From the above analysis it is
worlhwhile to conclude that for higher order
birth. the estimated PPR of Hindu is lower
than the Muslim. It implies that PPR for
Muslim women increases more rapidly than
the Hindu women. Same result is found in the

case of CIR for two communities. It has been
observed that the computed CFR for Muslim
is highest in Dhubri district. Hence, we may
summarize that female education is an
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important influencing variable in fertility
differentials among the Muslims than the
Hindus. To find the root cause we need more
analysis on socio-cultural status of both Hindus
and Muslims.
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Economic Empowerment of Rural Scheduled Caste
Women Through Self-help Groups: A Case Study

Puna Das
Department of Economics

ABSTRACT

elf-help groups is a way of organizing the poor and the marginalized to come together to
Ssolve their individual problems. Through this method thousands of poor people in the
country are building their lives; promote income generating activities for their families and
society. But rural poor women are still far from empowered, majority of them are illiterate,
unemployed and lack social recognition which creates inequality in the society. Presently the
Self Help groups mushrooming in rural area of Assam play an important role in providing
opportunities for women to make them empowered economically and socially. The present
paper mainly discuss how rural women got scope to be empowered through engagement in
SHGs in rural area of Assam with special reference to the schedule castes women’s SHGs in
Chabua of Dibrugarh District. The present study is descriptive in nature and consists of primary

data.

Keywords: Economic empowerment, schedule cast women, self-help group, etc.

Introduction

Women are the backbone of an
economy and leads to future development of
the nation. The overall development of a nation
remains a paradox until the women get
empowered. Empowerment of women refers
to the creation of an environment for women
where they can make decision of their own
benefits as well as for the society. Over the
past, it is noticed that women earn money
working in productive activities usually
includes agriculture, working in small scale
firms, trading, handloom, weaving, livestock
and many other business that are mostly

[mergin‘&(hoes’ : JOURNAL

unorganized. So the earning capacity of the
women also limited which is not sufficient for
their financial liberty. Lower literacy rate,
discrimination in land and property rights and
problem faced in accessing proper medical
policy and rural finance. So the economic
empowerment of women is a prerequisite for
inclusive and sustainable development of a
nation. In this regard women'’s ability to eam
income can be improved significantly through
engagement in micro credit programs like
SHGs and NGOs or other organization. In
the last decade it has been noticed that various
government entities like RBI, NABARD,

%
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DRDA, Bandhan Bank etc. has increased
their level of involvement in the SHGS
programs. The involvement of rural won:;u;
in SHGs programs not only help cconoli ¥
empowerment of their own but}also h(l: [:1 B
inclusive growth of the nation. I }-cscntlb' :
Self Help Groups mushroorming in rural :lm
of Assam play a significant rolein provl1 ing
opportunitics for women to maklclz t.l;}':;
empower cconomically a_nd socially.
SHGs acts as & social 1r.u.crrnedr;.mon,
opportunity to acquire the ab1l lity to !Jletr own
lives. set their agenda, gains skill, solv_c
problems and developed autonomy (Meenai,
2003). Involvement in SHGs makes them
confident for the economic self reliance ni: the
rural poor women. The present paper m‘amly
focus on present status and impact 01“. SHGs
on economic empowerment of women in rural
areas of Assam with special reference 10
scheduled caste women's SHGs in Dibrugarh
District of Assam.
Objectives : ‘
1. The basic objective of this paper 1$
to study the socio economic status of the
scheduled caste women’s self help groups.
2 To study how the scheduled caste
women get empowered through their
engagement in SHGs.
Method :

The present study is descriptive in
nature and consists of primary data. The
unstructured interview method has been used
for collection of data. This research 1s
conducted in Panitola Development Block
(Chabua) of Dibrugarh district, Assam. A
personal interview was conducted with the

...... T R
..

BDO inorderto reveal the representative of
gcheduled caste women's SHGs in the study
area. In this block, a total 1023 SHGs angd
scheduled caste women SHGs are mostly
concentrated in the Dinjoy Panchayat, around
40 SHGs were accounted where all the
members of the groups belongs to scheduled
caste. In Hatiali Gaon Panchayat, around 25
SHGs consists of scheduled caste women.
To achieve the objectives, the scheduled caste
women SHGs in the Dinjoy Panchayat is
considered and total 6 self help groups (each
group contains 10-15 women) belonging to
scheduled caste women are selected
randomly as sample. The data were collected
through self structured questionnaires and a
personal interview of the sample SHGs group
members and a simple percentage system has
used for data analysis.

Analysis and Discussion :

Present status of scheduled caste women
SHGs:

The purpose of the study was to
understand the economic status of the women
Self Help Groups belonging to scheduled
caste under the Panitola Development Block
of Dibrugarh District of Assam. Present study
reveals some socio economic characteristics
of the sample SHGs women which are
mentioned as....

o The data reveals that the average
number of members of per self help group
was 10 to 15 women.

X The age group of sample SHGs
members is 20 to 55 years.

- The study reveals that approximately
85% of the sample SHG members belong to

I][p' "'l]l
=3l
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Scheduled caste and other members was
found from any other caste in the Dinjoy
Panchayat of the respective development
block.

o The average level of education of
sample members was revealed to be below
10" standard, and more than 80% members
have got primary education and high school
level and remaining portion arc out of formal
education.

@ The study stated that the group
members took loan 2-3 times in a year and
the average loan amount per SHG member
was Rs. 7500. Majority of them (about 45%
of the sample member) utilized the loan
amount in productive purposes. The data
reveals that about 53% of the members use
the loan for consumption purpose which
includes education of their children, medical
purpose and house repairing, painting, roofing,
and spendings on houschold’s article,
ornaments of their own and repayment of
previous debtete.

L Majority of SHGs members are
engaged in various traditional activities such as
making of Assamese dresses- Mekhela-
Chadors, Gamusa, Shawls, Dhoti etc. also
producing fruitjam, khorisa and some members
are engaged in farming like poultry and goat
farm. Out of 6 sample SHGs, 4 groups able to
received government subsidy from the funding
organization under subsidy loan scheme of
DRDA, NABARD in the form of capital.

o Itis found that the member of SHG
compulsorily saves a fixed amount Ks. 20 to
Rs. 300 per member that makes capital for
their internal lending. The members of SHGs

Emergingl(hoes’ : JOURNAL
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can borrow funds from their respective bank
as loan for internal lending at lower rate of
interest (2% per month for internal loan), And
the loan repayment period is 1210 24 months
for their members.
< The respondent revealed that the
member don’t distribute any part of the capital
atthe end of the year, as they share equally
the amount of profit earned from internal
lending and from weaving and other group
activities among the group members.
Findings of the study
In order to analyze the objectives, it is
necessary to understand the status of
scheduled caste women SHGs and certain
areas arc to be considered such as
improvement of family income, social
recognition and decision for self ete.
a Regarding income of the samplc
members, out of 60 sample members, majority
of them was found to have increased their
income level afler engagement in the group.
More than 75% sample member has been
found to bear the family expenses, about 87%
illiterate sample members have been found
bear their family expenses.
b. It is found that empowerment of
scheduled caste women has also been
experienced regarding taking family decisions.
About 55% samples member mostly literate
women have taken their own decisions.
c. The study reveals that participation in
social activities of scheduled caste women is
very poor. Only 30% women are involved in
social activities. In this sense, these women are
vet 1o be empowered. Also 20.5% scheduled
caste women of the SHGs have been found

working outside the home in freedom.
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d It is found that paﬂic1pfl110;103£
s.cheduled caste women in SH(;IS l:aze e
{heir access to credit Jending and mcr g
confidence level in r'epayme&t ohzweeasy
majority of member opined thz!tf egmergency
access of gelﬁngquickmoncy.o‘r i
needs from the SHGs after joining
groups.

onclusion o
¢ Womnen empowermentisan important

issue in recent era. Indian women Iar‘ci ;:;l‘
exploited inthe male dominated solcle y N
is a major drawback of- lht? developme e
the nation. Acommon thinking has been 11 £
society that womenare wealger 1.han memm[
(L is not true. Women occupying an impo '
position in the society and have 10 the
empowered. The study revealed that s
scheduled castes women are empowere
through engagement inthe SHGs. Itenhanced
selfcr;pto:.mcnt sclfconfidenceamong sampllc
oroup members, bringing change in family
violence. change in saving pattern _"f SHQS
members, frequency of imeraf;lmn u.ruh
outsiders, involvement in community function,
achievine social justice and social harmony,
siablishing equity within SHG groupmernbers.
Regarding their income generation from the
SHGs. animprovement inincome level of the
scheduled caste women is significant after
joining their respective self-help-groups.
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ABSTRACT

Gcndercqua]ity is essential for economic development of a country. But itis seen that in the
present Vaishnavite religious order of Assam, women are not enjoying equal status. They

are not given the right to enter into the core area of a Sattra, nor allowed to pour oil in the main
caki in some Namghars, Than and Sattras. The Vaishnava leaders also started to consider
the women as unclean, the body of women as the source of sins, and the women as a barrier
in the path of salvation etc. Since, Vaishnavism is amajor religious cult in Assam, their negative
attitude towards women affects the gender equality in the state. The present paper tries to
answer whether Sankaradeva is responsible for the development of gender inequality? To get
the result the paper discusses the status of women before Sankaradeva and also studies his
effort to spread gender equality. It is found that the discrimination against women which is
available in the present Vaishnavite society is completely to the opposite of Sanikaradeva’s

ideology. So, efforts must be made to remove such discrimination for gender equality in Assam,

1.0: Introduction

Gender equality represents a situation

where both male and female enjoy equal
access to resources and oppos.unities,
particularly in economic participation and
decision making. European Institute for
Gender Equality defines Gender Equality

as ‘Principles of equality of women and
men, equal recognition and the enjoyment
and exercise of all human rights and
Sfundamental freedoms, as well as measures
providing for equal treatment of, and equal
opportunities for, women and men in the
political, economic, social, cultural, civil,
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1. womenare not enjoymg eq.
ng;o%/:::nm sill prohibited f;?r::::zr::)gt
o a Sattra. They are'
i “c]fi :S::l ?;c;o?i oilinthe main‘ (.‘E-iki in 3
d”o“b" of famous Namghars, Than an
e The Vaishnava leaders started 10
L as unclean, the body of
wome s the source of sins. apd the wg::;.:
a5« pamier in the path of sal vation e}c./\sl ;
Vaishnavism isamajor religious cultin aﬁsi:;
their negative attitude towards women s
the gender equality i‘n the state. N?:;-l -
important point 18 10 SC¢ w o
Qankaradeva. the founder gf Assame
Vaishnavism, is responslblc fo_r tl?e
development of gender inequality 1n
Vaishnavite religious order of Assam or not.
3.0: Objective '
The present study aims—
(i) Toknow the status of women before
the time of Sankaradeva.
(i) To study the initiatives taken by
Sankaradeva to spread gender
equality.

Sartras.
consider the women
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. Mcthodology .
40 In this study the descriptive methog

isused. To describe the facts both primary
\d secondary data were usgd. Hcfc‘lhc
ot nary source of information is the various
Elol:upositions of Sankaradeya viz. the
Kirttana, Bhagavata, Bargt.t s" Ankiya
Na(a and the Kavya. Secondary information
is collected from carita puthis, books and
journals. Web materials are also used.
5.0: Discussion N
5.0.1: Status of Women before the Time
adeva
Ofsank;:;fore $ankaradeva started his
reform, Saktism and S‘am‘sm were the
dominant cults. Aform oﬂax}mc Vafshnawsm
(Vasudevism) existed, i.e. Visnu was
worshiped with tantricrituals by some people.
Besides a few minor cults like Nall-?sm,
crypto-Buddhism and the cult of Manasi (the
snake goddess) were alsq l‘here (Sarma,
2016, p.6). Almost all the rellglqus FLﬂts were
practiced according to the tantric rites where
liquor drinking, sacrifices of animals and free
sexual unions were openly glllowed (Ga)ﬁan,
2014, p.45). In Saivism ‘offerings (upaha.r.al;)
of ducks and pigeons, wine and cooked rice
and sacrifices of buffaloes amf‘ swine,
cocks and he-goats were made (Neo;g,
2008, p.80). Saktism was the worship % a
goddess of many name and forrn‘s. ‘ 1;
goddess was worshiped with sexual ritesan :
sacrifice of animals or even of men in man)
cases. In such worships ﬁve' M’s (p.anca
makara) were indispensable. Those wefl:;}—l)-
madya (wine), mansd (meat), fna.'.sya (exuai
mudya (parched grain) and maithuna (s

e

union). In Tantric Vaishnavism, cow’s milk,
fish, venison, goats, porcupine and hare etc,
were offered to Vispu. Simi larly, the Crypto-
Buddhism also indispensably accepted the five
M’s and apprehended that the seekers of
salvation should enjoy Prajiaparamita or
perfect truth that resides in every woman (1bid,
pp-83-88). The practice of open drinking of
liquor and excessive sexual union in the name
of god and goddess’s worship tainted the
morality of the people. It degraded the position
of women in the society. Women had lost the
security and self respect due to the practice
of the bhogi. Ahandsome youth was selected
to be sacrificed in front of goddesses and was
given immense freedom for one year in which
he can enter any house and have sexual
intercourse with any women he desired. In
some temples virgin girls (Kumari) were
worshiped. But the custom gradually got
polluted and the priest started to sexually
exploit the girls. The status of those girls
(known as Devadast), was degraded to
prostitutes (Gayan, 2014, p.46).
5.0.2: Sankaradeva’s Initiative in
Spreading Gender Equality
Sankaradeva had a very positive view
onwomen. He even compared women with
the gems—
paila stri raina sakht kiba caha ara
yujate banija yena milila tohmara
[You achieve the women gem, friend what
else are you looking for: Like you acquired
profit of trade while going ‘o fight.
Kuruksetra, Verse No.234)
Similarly, he had not only recognized
the strength of women but also compared
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them with burning fire—
stika durbbala kare koneno niskhale
Jwalanta bahnika bandhe vastara arcale
[Who fool, wants to weaken the women: Like
wrapping the burning fire with cloth,
Haricandra Upakhyana, Verse No.75)
Sanikaradeva never hesitated to
provide equal status to the women. He
propagated that both man and woman are
indispensable to perform household and social
activities. In his literary works, Sankaradeva
raised various issues of women
empowerment. For instance, in Bhdgavata
he expressed that women are more
courageous than men.
parama nirbhai bhava purucatodhika
nahike narita pare maha sahasika
[Have absolute attitude of fearless than man:
There is none other more courageous tha
woman. Bhagavata, 12* Canto, Ve
122)

Sankaradeva also mentioned the
multi-dimensional role played by woman. She
supports her husband in every sphere of life.
She works as friend, philosopher and guide
to a man,
karma samayata toka mantri hena lekhi

rangara belata yena tai prana-sakhi
snehara prastave tai matr hena thana
Sayana belata tai dasira saméana
[During the time of work you play the role as
adviser like a minister to a king: In the time of
amusement you become a bosom friend: You
are like amother in need of care: In bed you
become like a slave. Haricandra
Upakhyana, Verse No.43 2]

!][I\" "1||“

_—ﬂh. .\I”I







